Annotated Bibliography

Stevesns


In the NEWS…

Every semester you are required to bring two current articles from newspapers or magazines (on-line okay) and present them to the class.  The article must be relevant to current class readings. You will turn in the article with annotated bibliographic information.  

Instructions

How to write a critical annotation:

An annotation is a brief description of a work, describing its content.  A critical annotation evaluates the usefulness of the work for a particular audience or situation.  It may include the following:

· Information to explain the authority and/or qualifications of the author.  For example, “Dr. William Smith, a history professor at XYZ University, based his book on 20 years of research and scholarship.”

· Scope and main purpose of the work.

· Biases

· Intended audience and level of reading difficulty.  For example, “A popular account directed at educated adults.”

· The relationship to other works you’ve researched in terms of what is  reinforced and what is new or different.

Each annotation should be between 100 to 200 words.

Sample Critical Annotations:

a)

Hughes, Langston. “In The Death House With the Scottboro Boys.”  Eyewitness to America. Ed. David Colbert. New York: Random House, Inc., 1997. 373-375.

This work is a prose poem written by one of the great African American writers of the 1930’s in a collection of essays written throughout American history.  Langston Hughes was one of the giants of the Harlem Renaissance, and wrote passionately about the Scottsboro case.  This work expresses his powerful fear as a black man, when he steps inside the Kilby Prison where the Scottsboro Boys are jailed.   The author has a noticeable bias in his opinion, almost likely because the color of his skin makes him feel an affinity with the boys.  His poetic use of language portrays a horrifying world that few outside the Black community of the era would truly understand.  This essay is designed for a general audience, but it is  different from most pieces because it is from an African American’s point of view.

b)
“Migrant Mother-Florence Thompson.” Okies, Dust Bowl Migrants from  Oklahoma & the Plains.  Nebraska: The Ganzel Group of Communications.  28 Sept. 2005 <http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/movies/Thompson_water_06.html>.

This website offers a short transcript and audio recording of an interview with Florence Thompson, the “Migrant Mother” in Dorothea Lange’s photograph (from previous source).  The audio-recorded interview provides the information that comes from a primary source, unlike Out of the Dust.  Thompson was an actual Okie migrant farmer and gives precise information on her wages and different jobs throughout the difficult ten years of her life.  She tells about the deaths in her family members that came about from no food and the brutal living conditions.  Considering the conditions she lived in at one time, Thompson was surprisingly unbiased in her interview; she only gave the facts and gave no opinions on the harsh treatment received or the hostile, inhospitable people most of the Okies encountered in California.  Her informational account is appropriate for any interested audience.

In the News…RUBRIC

	Relevant Article from Current News
	5pts

	Clear and Engaging Presentation
	5pts

	Bibliographic Info.

- Properly Formatted and Cited
	5pts

	Well-Written Critical Annotation
	10pts

	Total (Homework)
	25pts


