Intercalary Chapters in The Grapes of Wrath:

Rhetorical Analysis Assignment

Intercalary: inserted between other things or parts; interpolated (originally meaning inserted into a calendar, “an intercalary day”)

Sixteen of the thirty chapters of The Grapes of Wrath are intercalary chapters, inserted between chapters dealing with the Joad family’s story.

Chapter 1: the drought and dust storms

Chapter 3: the turtle crossing the road

Chapter 5: the banks and tractors

Chapter 7: used car salesman

Chapter 9: selling possessions

Chapter 11: abandoned houses

Chapter 12: Highway 66

Chapter 14: changing views: from “I” to “We”

Chapter 15: Al and Mae at roadside café

Chapter 17: communities forged along the road

Chapter 19: history lesson

Chapter 21: the locals and the migrants

Chapter 23: the social life of the migrants

Chapter 25: the land’s abundance

Chapter 27: picking cotton

Chapter 29: the rains

Intercalary chapters provide the following:

· Historical context

· Social commentary

· Universal level of the situation

· Metaphors/symbols

· Foreshadowing

Assignment: For your assigned chapter, write an essay in which you analyze the rhetorical techniques and strategies the author uses to provide social commentary or historical context, foreshadow later events, or illustrate the universality of the Joads’s experience.  The essay should analyze the use of rhetorical techniques in this one chapter to illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole.

Use MLA Format—See pages 712-725 of The McGraw-Hill Reader for a sample:

· Typed, 12 pt. Times New Roman font

· Double-spaced (including first-page header and title), 1-inch margins

· Name, period, and date in the upper left hand corner

· Header with last name and page number in upper right corner on subsequent pages

· Title: Should be creative, use a colon, with an “explanation” as a subtitle
